
K - 5 
TRANSPORTATION - FAQ’S 

 
 
1. What information is needed? 
 We need to receive a 2014-15 Transportation Request Form from each family with a child in Grades K-5 who is 
transported to anyplace other than their home address.  For example, a daycare, or relative’s house would require a form, even 
if it is just one day per week, morning or afternoon. Since these are mainly to help keep track of routing for child care, we 
assume most students in Grade 6-12 are picked up and dropped off at their house so we do not require one for the middle and 
high school students.  All child care locations must be in the CMCS School District.  If you have a child in Grades 6-12 and they 
need different transportation arrangements because of child care, please feel free to fill out the form and include them. 
 
2. I filled out a form last year, do I need to do one for this school year? 
 Yes, please.  Each July, a computer rollover of the information is completed, moving students up a grade.  At that time, 
the pick up and drop off sites default to your home address.  Also, we don’t want to assume that you will be using the same child 
care from one year to the next. 
 
3. Where can I get copies of the form and where do I return it? 
 The Transportation Request Form is available at www.cal-mum.org, in all school offices and at the bus garage. 
 
 Please mail/fax/or return your completed form to the CMCS, Transportation Dept., 99 North Street, Caledonia, NY  
14423 by April 1, 2014.  Our fax number is (585)538-3424. 
 
4. Why is there a deadline? 
 Each day we transport approximately 350-400 elementary students to school and back.  We take pride in our ability to 
do so with the least amount of disruption to our kids.  In order to accomplish our goal, considerable time is taken setting up bus 
routes that honor the requests of all families. 
  
 By having the deadline set at April 1, this gives our department enough time to design efficient bus runs and assign the 
students to the correct bus route. In mid-August, once the routes are set up, we send out Notification Letters giving the parents 
the bus number and an approximate time for AM pick up.  Once these have been mailed, each form that is received after the 
deadline, changes the pick up/drop off time for every student following on that route.   
 
5. Do I have to be standing out at the road when my child gets home? 
 When the school year first starts, we ask that an adult be there to meet the bus when we drop a student off.  Later on in 
the school year, depending on the age &/or maturity level of your child, this becomes a personal choice.  One thing we do ask is 
that our driver must make some kind of contact with you when dropping your child off, whether it is a wave to the driver or a 
flickering of a porch light, etc.  This is a “sign” from you to the driver that someone is home.  If there is no one home, unless 
previous arrangements have been made, the bus driver will return your child to the elementary office.  At that time, it will become 
your responsibility to pick up your child.   
 
6. Can I make changes to transportation after school begins? 
 Yes, we understand that child care plans do change due to family emergencies, work situations, etc. and we do want to 
help your family with those changes.  We do ask that you try to keep transportation changes to a minimum to lessen the 
disruption to your child.  We also ask that the new Transportation Request Form be submitted as soon as possible so that there 
is at least two school days advance notice. 
 
7. What if an emergency occurs and I need changes made for that day? 
 For the safety of our students, we must have all changes to transportation in writing.  We can not accept verbal changes.  
If your child must get on the bus at a different stop, they will need to give the driver a note when they board the bus.  If the 
change involves the afternoon, we need the change in writing and those can be sent in with your child to be delivered to the 
elementary office or faxed into the main office at (585)538-3460.  Once the change is received, your child will receive a bus pass 
to give to the driver when they get on the bus. 
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8. Do you need to know if my child will not be riding the bus? 
 If your child will not be riding the bus on a certain day, we would appreciate a call to the Transportation Department at 
538-3412 as early in the morning as possible. 
 
9. I’m wondering why my Notification Letter said that my child would be picked up at 7:15 but the bus comes at 

7:25.   Why is that? 
 During the summer, when we set up and establish the bus routes and then send out the Notification Letters, we are 
basing the pick up times on optimum circumstances.  At all times, we attempt to adhere to the time stated but, adding one child 
to the route, changing a pick up stop or even coming up to a railroad crossing on the route, could impact the pick up times for the 
remainder of the bus route.  Please understand that at the start of the school year, we may still be receiving Transportation 
Request Forms from the “stragglers” so it may take a couple of weeks for the bus routes to “straighten out”.  Please help us by 
having your child ready and out at the bus stop 5 minutes early. 
 
10. Who will my child be riding with? 
 They will be riding the bus with students in Grades K-12.  There will be established seating arrangements with the 
younger students up front and older students in the back.   
 
11. How many students are assigned to a bus route? 
 The projected number is 50 students.  This allows for the 10% fluctuation required by State Ed. 
 
12. How long will my child be on the bus? 
 The projected time is between 45-55 minutes depending on if your child is the first student picked up or dropped off last. 
 
13. What is the earliest pick up time for any student? 
 The projected time is currently 6:40 AM.  The pick up and drop off times are approximations at this point and are 
dependent on many factors such as child care arrangements of our students. 
 
14. What is the Kindergarten schedule for the first day of school? 
 Kindergarten students do not ride their designated bus on the first day.  Parents will bring them to school and then 
everyone will get to experience a bus ride around the village.  Students and parents will receive bus safety drills and bus conduct 
rules at that time.  


